
Abraham and 
Margaret Colfe 

Benefactors and 
protectors of 

Lewisham 

Abraham was curate and 
then Vicar of Lewisham 

1604 – 1657 

Margaret was midwife, nurse, 
physician and surgeon to all 

rich and poor 
Died 1643 



Guines 
Near Calais  

c1640



Holy Cross Church 
Now the Guildhall 

Of 
Canterbury City Council

The Westgate



Holy Cross Church 
Where Abraham 
Was baptised







Amandus Colfe 
Abraham’s 
Grandfather 
Died 1603



Memorial to 
Abraham’s father 

Revd Richard Colfe 
In 

Canterbury Cathedral. 
His father died in 1613. 
His mother died either 

in 1578 or 1579. 
She was his father’s first 

wife. 
His father married twice 

more and had 12 
children



Abraham’s uncle Joseph was a prosperous 
And influential man in Canterbury. 
He was also a friend of 
Hadrian de Saravia, the Vicar of Lewisham. 

Abraham became Curate to Saravia 
at Lewisham in 1604 through  
the influence of his uncle Joseph. 

Oil painting in Canterbury City Museum

Joseph Colfe



Abraham Colfe went to 
King’s School, 
Canterbury 
Next to the Cathedral



Colfe studied 
At Christ Church, Oxford and 

graduated in 1599 

It was there that he was 
 arrested in 1601 

and locked up in Newgate Prison 
for speaking in support of the 
Earl of Essex’s rebellion against 

Queen Elizabeth I.



Colfe 
studied at 
Trinity 
College, 
Cambridge 
and 
became a 
Master of 
Arts in 
1603

Speed’s map 
1616



Hadrian de Saravia, a Hughenot 
from Artois was 
not only Vicar of Lewisham 
and Prebendary of 
Canterbury Cathedral but also a 
great scholar and one of the 
translators for the King James 
Bible. ( Book of Genesis) 

He probably spent much of  
his time in Canterbury 
and left Lewisham Parish 
in the care of very 
capable curates. 

This is his monument  
in Canterbury Cathedral



Colfe married Margaret, the widow of 
Jasper Valentine, a Tanner, on 10th January 1611 
at St Margaret’s Church, Lee. She was the 
daughter of John Hollard/Holland, a prosperous 
Lewisham Blacksmith and Constable of the 
Hundred of Blackheath. Margaret  
was 16 years older than Abraham. They had no 
children together but she had children by her 
first husband

Margaret Colfe was buried at 
St. Mary’s 19th  March 1643 
Her memorial inscription, written by Abraham, 
is above the door to the north porch 
He also wrote her entry in the burial register







St. Mary’s Church 
as it would have 
looked when Colfe 
was Vicar of Lewisham

Colfe was Curate for six years 

Vicar for 47 years 

53 years of service to the people 
of Lewisham



The Chancel of 
St. Mary’s 
In 1764

Priest’s door
Colfe’s tomb?

Colfe’s 
Memorial 
inscription



‘The entrance was by 
a large porch,  
descending one step,  
and into the church  
two steps more…’ 

J.C. Barrow 

John Glyn’s 
tomb

John Glyn was Curate then 
 Vicar 1545 – 1568 
He left £100 for a school 
In Lewisham 



A terrier of the vicaridge of Lewisham 
in Kent neere Greenwich, and of the 
glebe lands…taken and given up with 
due advise by the minister incumbent, 
churchwardens and other officers, in 
the first visitation of the most 
Reverend father in God William Lord 
Archbishop of Canterbury… in the 
yeare…one thousand six hundred and 
thirty foure. 

…a large vicaridge house with eight 
brick chimneys in it, having eight 
rooms below, and eight rooms above, 
and three garrets or lofts over them, a 
large garden and orchard fencing it self 
round about, having in it about one 
hundred good fruit trees…



‘A great brick house 
belonging to Mr Thomas Hill.’ 
Lewisham House was  
demolished In 1894

Revd George Stanhope 
Built a new vicarage 
In 1692/3. 
Now Ladywell House.



Part of the 
woodlands 
that Colfe 
saved for the 
people of 
Lewisham 
From Henry 
Newport,  
Robert Raynes 
and 
Innocent Lanier

The long battle 
to save 
the 500 acres 
of woodlands 
1605 - 1615











Leather making in 
Lewisham 

and the Leathersellers’ 
Company - 

Colfe’s bankers 
And protectors







In 1610 Colfe was appointed Rector of  
St. Leonard’s Eastcheap in The City of London. 
 A curate took the services there. 
St. Leonard’s was taken from Colfe in the 
1640s. 
It was burnt down in 1666 and not rebuilt.

St. Leonard’s, Eastcheap







Tottenham High 
Cross

About1810
Toda
y

King James I



John Glyn left £100 
For a school.  Charter  
From Queen Elizabeth I 
In 1574. 

Claudius Hollyband,  
a Huguenot refugee, kept 
a school in the 1570s, ‘At 
Lewisham, 
hard by the church.’ 
Could this have been it?



The original buildings of 
Colfe’s School In Lewisham Hill. 

School opened in 1652. 
A reading school was opened  

in Lewisham High Street







The school was rebuilt in 1890. The south front was added in 1897





Abraham Colfe set up Lewisham’s first public library in the school



The Colfe Library, a special collection of over 
400 rare books, is housed in climate-
controlled bookcases to ensure the best 
conservation for these ancient volumes – the 
earliest dating from 1481. The Leathersellers 
provided the first books for this Library in 
1652, when it was located in Lewisham, 
above the School founded by Abraham Colfe. 
There is a predominance of books on 
theology, philosophy and the classical 
languages of Latin and Greek. Two of the 
books once belonged to Archbishop Thomas 
Cranmer, famously burnt at the stake in 1555.









The beginning of Colfe’s will. He signed his will in the presence 
of 16 parishioners and relatives in 1656. 

He died of the Ague in 1657.



The Colfe Almshouses were 
built in 1663-5. 
In 1664 the Leathersellers were appointed 
owners and governors of Colfe’s charities 
The almshouses were renovated in 1905. 
Demolished in 1958 
The Register Office is on the site

The almshouses 
Were for 6 residents. 
5 nominated by the 
Parish of Lewisham 
1 by the Leathersellers’ 
Company









The End
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