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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHARLTON SOCIETY’S 
PRESIDENT 
Once again, The Charlton Society has had a good year, as President I am 
impressed, and I wish you continued success for the coming year.  

The death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth came as a shock to us, but 
memories will decrease our sorrow and I am sure the reign of Charles III 
will be as great as the last one for all of us.  

The Viscount Gough, President 

 

REPORT FROM THE CHAIR 
A very happy year. This is my first year as Chair and I have thoroughly 
enjoyed it. Thank you. To coin the expression, every day is a school day, 
is certainly true; I have learnt so much about the lovely area I live in, both 
historically and for future planning and care about it even more.  

Also, since the restrictions Covid-19 imposed upon us over the last couple 
of years have lifted, 2022 has proven to be a much more engaged year 
for The Charlton Society, and I am delighted we have been able to host 
face-to-face meetings at Charlton House again. It has been lovely to see 
so many familiar faces and to welcome new ones.  

The Charlton Society has had a very active year and continues to be 
engaged in many projects, from contributing to Meet the Collection 
exhibition at Charlton House to challenging planning proposals late into 
the night at the town hall, hosting hustings meetings, plus a bit of 
croquet thrown in for good measure.  

Thank you for your support and making the role of Chair so enjoyable. 
Here’s to an active 2023.  
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Committee                                                                                                                        
There have been a number of changes to the Committee throughout the 
year. I am sorry to say goodbye to Peter Guillery who is embarking on a 
new life in France. Peter’s commitment and knowledge was much 
appreciated, not least his impressive talk on Brigadier-General Michael 
Richards whose effigy stands in St Luke’s. I am also very pleased to 
announce a new member to the Committee, Mark James, previously a 
Councillor for Royal Borough of Greenwich. Welcome to the team.  

Council Elections   
In May the local elections were held to select Councillors for the Royal 
Borough of Greenwich. Due to boundary changes Charlton now has two 
wards, Charlton Village & Riverside and Charlton Hornfair. This means 
rather than a single ward with three Councillors, we now have two wards 
with two Councillors each. I am delighted to welcome new Councillors Jo 
van den Broek (Village), Lakshan Saldin and Clare Burke- McDonald 
(Hornfair), I am also happy to say Gary Dillon has been reselected 
(Village). The Charlton Society hosted the hustings meetings at Charlton 
House, both of which were lively. The Society very much looks forward 
to working with all Councillors. However, I do wish to say I am sorry to 
say goodbye to the outgoing Councillors, Gary Parker and Linda Perks, 
both of whom were very supportive of The Charlton Society’s activities, 
and I wish to thank them for all their hard work. 
 
Programme of Talks   
 The Charlton Society has had a very interesting year of Talks, and it was 
wonderful to be able to hold them face-to-face back at Charlton House 
for 2022. The first of which was a presentation by Naomi Oppenheim, 
Community Outreach Officer for Royal Greenwich Heritage Trust, this 
was discussing an interactive exhibition focusing on the importance of 
home and artefacts. This exhibition was hosted at Charlton House 
throughout May and featured oral contributions from members of The 
Charlton Society Committee. We also had a fascinating presentation 
from George Burton on the open-air school in Charlton Park, and more 
recently, in September, Joseph Spooner, Churchwarden, presented a 
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talk on the stained glass of St Luke’s where the meeting was held. The 
proposed programme for 2023 will be presented at our January meeting.  

Royal Greenwich Heritage Trust - Archive       
 RGHT recently announced proposals to utilise Charlton House as a 
museum and archive space. In principle The Charlton Society very much 
supports RGHT in the application but is mindful Charlton House is an 
important community space and that should not be lost. We also 
recognised the importance of the Archive to The Charlton Society 
members, especially since the RBG Archive has been moved, rather 
unsatisfactorily, to the site at Anchor and Hope Lane. The Charlton 
Society is working closely with RGHT as the application is progressed. 
Tracy Stringfellow, Chief Executive of RGHT, presented the proposals to 
The Charlton Society in July which was very well received. This will be a 
very important issue in 2023.  

SOVAP  
In May the Charlton Society hosted an interactive meeting on the latest 
activities in Charlton Village presenting the updated Save Our Village 
Action Plan (SOVAP) and continues to build on the healthy dialogue 
achieved from the 50th Anniversary Exhibition held in the Village with 
the traders. The meeting was very well attended, including all four new 
Councillors, and many opinions expressed are being progressed, 
including street design, traffic management and ensuring the Village is a 
safe social space. There was also concern over the number of empty 
units in the Village. I would like to thank all those who contributed to the 
discussion and ensuring issues raised are appropriately progressed.  

The White Swan           
 The Charlton Society is particularly concerned about the state of The 
White Swan and has been very involved in trying to find a way to 
reactivate its use as a public house. The Charlton Society currently holds 
the ACV (Asset of Community Value) which lasts for another three years. 
The Charlton Society has also been involved in setting up a committee to 
ascertain best process to re-establish the site’s use as a public house. A 
planning proposal was recently placed at RBG, wishing the first floor to 
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be converted to residential accommodation, which The Charlton Society 
is strongly opposed to and has put in an objection to RGB accordingly. 
This is a very important issue and I sincerely hope we will be able to enjoy 
a drink in The White Swan again before too long.  
 
New Initiatives  
The Charlton Society introduced a few initiatives in 2022, we 
reintroduced a monthly Newsletter which is circulated to all attendees at 
the meetings at Charlton House, posted on the website and circulated 
via post to all non-email users. It is an outline of all the activities The 
Charlton Society is involved in and has proved very popular. 
Contributions from members are always welcome. Another initiative is 
the presentation of a 2023 calendar, this is now available for purchase. 
Thank you to all who contributed their images. Another initiative 
introduced this year is the use of a card reader at meetings, so any 
purchases of cards and notelets or renewal of membership can be made 
electronically. I hope members find this initiative helpful.  
 
Obituaries                                                                                                                             
It is with great sadness we lost two hugely stalwart members of The 
Charlton Society in 2022, Jim Gillman and May Wellard. Jim was 
previously Chair of The Charlton Society, a lot of the work The Charlton 
Society is currently involved in is shaped by Jim’s advocacy, he was also 
Mayor, not once but twice. May was a founding member of The Charlton 
Society and died peacefully at the impressive age of 104. The Charlton 
Society is grateful for their vision and input.  
 
I would like to sign off by saying The Charlton Society is very much a 
collaborative effort and to thank other members of the Committee for 
their commitment and hard work. Here’s very much looking forward to 
2023.  
Ruth Dodson, Chair, October 2022 
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PLANNING AND CONSERVATION 2021-2022 

Confusion and Dislocation? 
As we all know only too well, contention and diversion formed the 
general background to events during the year 2021/2022. The 
unprecedented pandemic continued, but while clearly moving towards 
some sort of concluding stage, no one was entirely sure about long-term 
impacts; government by distraction continued; the hoped-for firming up 
of national planning guidance by Michael Gove petered out as Mr 
Johnson and his cabinet hit the rocks; and the eternal friction between 
conservation and development went on being, well, eternal – the 
historically or aesthetically worth conserving seemed no less under siege 
than before.  

What becomes ever more evident – and unsurprisingly has a direct 
bearing on Charlton – is that a new kind of London is superseding the old 
one in terms of the urban environment. It scarcely needs identifying, ever 
taller towers, bigger blocks and more nondescript, impersonal spaces 
taking over from London’s traditional urban, human-scale street settings 
and parks. The capital’s traditional 3 - 6 storey average (which might be 
said to have begun to emerge after the Great Fire in 1666, when 2 - 4 
storeys lost their hold) is being relentlessly displaced by a minimum 
height of 6 storeys, with no confirmed maximum. Perhaps most striking 
of all is that the increase is affecting residential development as much as 
– or even more than – the commercial. People don’t seem to be bothered 
about landing up in a ‘home’ on the 10th, 20th or 40th floor, or, if they are, 
they’re not saying so. Greenwich as a borough is affected more than 
many by the oversized and as we learned to our dismay earlier this year 
– and despite all your Society’s best efforts, not to mention those of 
others – even Charlton is being forced to sell bits of its soul to the forces 
that in many crucial respects have been let loose by a long succession of 
well-meaning, confused and overzealous politicians.  
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Despite the massive extent and impact of the change, over the years – 
essentially the post-war years – it has happened in such a way that 
people are now accepting it as the new normal. Certainly, that’s how the 
developers like to see it – unsurprisingly, perhaps, given the profits it has 
delivered to them. 

Arguments abound about how and why it has happened. For those of us 
who are concerned with, where and how we live, it presents a major 
challenge, no more so than in a place like Charlton. Scarcely without our 
knowing it Charlton has become just another part of the ever-expanding 
Greater London, under our very noses. That’s certainly how it’s 
increasingly seemed to the Charlton Society and in this year’s annual 
report we have found ourselves considering the past year and our future 
prospects under the shadow of events that should have been promising 
but sometimes seem only too threatening. 

 

 

 

THE YEAR 
Planning notes 
In terms of formal planning, two key events took place this year; an 
appeal enquiry (taking place as before in meeting rooms at Charlton 
Athletic) simultaneously concerning two separate,  but adjoining major 
Riverside planning applications (Aitch and Optivo); and a routine but 
crucial Council Planning Board meeting to consider one of Riverside’s 
largest full planning applications to date, from Hyde the housing 
association, which has now become one of the capital’s most significant 
developers.   
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The developers get their way  
The Charlton Society had rejected Aitch’s application on the fundamental 
grounds of height and density relative to the Riverside Masterplan 
criteria but had approved the Optivo application, whose 100% affordable 
(GLA - financed) housing offer eclipsed any of our reservations about the 
height of the proposed buildings. However, the Council had 
unexpectedly rejected it. Despite excellent work by the Council’s legal 
team, and we should note, the same by Charlton Together (a partnership 
of Charlton Society and other Charlton amenity groups to jointly consider 
issues pertaining to the Riverside), the government Planning Inspector 
nevertheless accepted the developers’ appeals, clearing the way for the 
first large Riverside planning applications with permission for 
construction to go ahead. 
 
Councillors swing it 
The permission for these applications, Aitch in particular, to go ahead 
was a major disappointment, which then turned to anger when the 
Council’s Planning Board approved Hyde’s full application, due to the 
casting vote by the Board’s chairman. This application, while in line with 
the Riverside Masterplan in allowing some 10 storey blocks alongside the 
river, failed completely to take into account a most serious design fault 
in that the residential blocks would lie cheek by jowl with the Tarmac site 
to the east and be above the height of the anti-pollution chimney, leaving 
some flats without any windows that could be opened. 
 

CONSERVATION HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR 
Victoria Pub, Woolwich Road.  
Many of you will have noticed the small, dilapidated former brick 
Victorian pub on the Woolwich Road, between the Thames Barrier and 
Maryon Park. Despite the structure’s extreme state of dereliction, 
attempts to save and redevelop it have occurred once or twice, usually 
by incorporating it into another new structure; for instance to provide 
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student accommodation for what was a neighbouring engineering 
college (but which is now a Trust school). The latest very welcome, 
proposal is for a pizza take-away.  
 

  
 
The old pub building incorporates two handsome exterior relief artworks 
(an especially impressive eagle over the main entrance and a large 
decorative wall panel that would have served as advertising by the 
brewer). While Greenwich Council has insisted on the retention of the 
eagle in its present position, your Society wishes to see the advertising 
panel also left undisturbed or relocated within the refurbishment. It 
remains to be seen whether we can convince the Council 
conservationists. 
 

St Luke’s Charlton 
Some splendid renovation work has recently been carried out on 
Charlton village’s beautiful, listed 17th parish church. Whatever your 
reasons, the church is always worth visiting but its newly redecorated 
interior makes such a visit a must. It is inspiring to see what has been 
achieved by love and care (and no doubt at considerable expense – the 
ceiling’s panelling and the many, fascinating wall mounted memorials, 
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(some dating back to the 1500s), must have been especially challenging 
to clean.  
The ‘invisible mending’ (attractively visible) of the simple and yet richly 
appealing exterior of the red brick church’s main structure and unusual 
castellated tower has also taken place relatively recently, such mending 
being especially reassuring. The redecoration in brown and gold of the 
main entrance porch door and its central putto (a winged child, in this 
case its face and wings) is especially eye-catching. Additional 
improvements at St Luke include upgrading or replacing the forecourt’s 
seating and litter bins, the former now finished and consisting of a simple 
but pleasingly proportioned timber seat slotted elegantly into two 
massive stone legs.  
 

  
 
Inspiring work 
With its other improvements and further plans for interior and exterior, 
St Luke’s is an inspiration for the village as a whole. It reminds us of long-
standing Society plans to find ways to make more effective links, 
pedestrian and otherwise, between the war memorial opposite the 
church, Earle Place, Charlton House and the Summerhouse.  
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The space formed by these links strengthens the appearance and role of 
what has become known as Earle Place, named after Earle House, the 
harmoniously - designed Council housing overlooking the space. 

 
The Society is hoping to see a similarly characterful space emerge outside 
the Assembly Rooms at the village’s eastern end, thus enhancing the 
gateway function of both. For more information, please read about 
SOVAP, the Village Action Plan, below. 

 
The Antigallican Pub  
 

 
 

After a long period in limbo, the Antigallican pub (in case you hadn’t 
guessed, a name describing hostility to the French at the time of the 
Napoleonic Wars) has emerged from its scaffolding after what appears 
to be some good quality repair and redecoration of the very characterful 
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exterior decorative stucco work that makes it so important in the 
context of the notoriously bleak junction on the Woolwich Road (see 
page 24).  
We understand the developers have reformulated its hotel role to 
incorporate elements of a hostel, adding extra accommodation with an 
additional set-back floor, while (it is rumoured) the pub is also being 
renovated. Certainly, the work being carried out on the exterior of the 
ground floor (where the pub will be located) also suggests that the 
quality adopted on the higher floors is being carried through. We look 
forward to its future role in Charlton next to the station – bringing a 
civilising focus to the existing appalling junction and its incessant traffic.  
 

New Meridian Housing, Charlton Church Lane 
We are including this paragraph under the Conservation heading 
because its unique modern design relates it so sympathetically to its 
neighbouring complex of new and very old surroundings. We dealt with 
this at length in the 2020/21 Annual report. 
Only one or two storeys high, it meshes harmoniously with its locality, 
which includes a modest inoffensive Council estate of rented 
accommodation. We believe it is well worth a visit to see some housing 
that proves conclusively that ‘Council housing’ does not need to be bland 
and impersonal but can add character to a locality, in this case 
complementing St Luke’s church particularly effectively. 
 

Local Council Role 
Whether intentionally or otherwise, local authorities play an enormous 
role in the quality of our environment, from keeping it functioning, clean 
and safe to how it looks (we could use the posh word ‘aesthetics’ but 
this tends to imply matters of strict formal beauty whereas ‘how it looks’ 
encompasses everything from the style of paving slabs through to the 
positioning of a tree or the precise colouration of a refurbished block of 
flats. In connection with St Luke’s Church, a whole bunch of elements 
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created and/or maintained by Greenwich Council makes what we have 
come to call Earle Place the increasingly pleasing place it is, despite the 
curse of its divisive traffic.  
 

A village with two gateways: ‘Earle Place’ & The Assembly 
Rooms. 

 
 

Our handsome war memorial, the fountain, the flower bed and the 
paving have or are receiving the never-ending (often expensive) care and 
attention they need to achieve the satisfying place-making we expect. 
The whole Earle Place ensemble, including its magnificent plane trees, 
together with the Summerhouse attached to Charlton House creates a 
highly successful gateway effect for the village’s western approach. The 
Society would like to see similar place-making improvements outside the 
Assembly Rooms that would create a similar gateway from the eastern 
approach by making better use of the large space in front of the Rooms. 
Incidentally, it was some thoroughgoing repair and renovation by the 
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Council that a few years ago (before the Royal Greenwich Heritage Trust 
was created, and now responsible for the Rooms) gave this protected 
building a new lease of life. The irony here is that back in the ‘70s it was 
the Council that planned to demolish the Rooms to make more space for 
car parking, a disaster the Charlton Society helped to avoid through the 
creation of SCARP, the special action group that, under the chairmanship 
of the then Society chairman, Larry Coles, took on the massive 
renovation job needed to bring back the Rooms to fully functioning life. 
 

 
 

RETROSPECT  
While the present always incorporates the past, we believe it is 
important how that relationship works and is defined. There is a normal 
tendency in environmental and conservation terms to see the past as 
‘quite a while ago’ – like 100 years? But there is also the immediate past 
and this can provide an important measure of how well – or not! – we are 
measuring up to the present. In this section we take a look at three 
recently completed Charlton projects, all of which were objected to by 
the Society. Some of you might like to come to your own conclusions.    
 

 



 17 

Victoria Way 
Recently completed on Hillside, this development consists of a set of 
predominantly 10-storey residential blocks (with a small amount of 
terrace housing) that has filled in the remaining part of an area that was 
originally occupied by some large 2-3 storey warehouse/office sheds 
fronting onto the railway, the Blackwall Tunnel approach motorway and 
Victoria Way. 
 
Higher and higher 
Your Society opposed the application for the new 10-storey blocks (as it 
had objected before to some lower blocks on an adjacent area of the 
same site completed some years previously by the same developer, 
Fairview). The 10-storey blocks seemed to us at the time of the planning 
application completely out of scale in its locality but also, crucially, in 
relation to Charlton as a whole. Looking at these buildings today we 
believe our objection was fully justified (as were the instincts of locals 
generally). The views along local streets, virtually all of which are lined 
with 2-storey Victorian terrace houses, are now intruded upon by the 
‘tower block’ format universally beloved of developers. The contrast in 
design is well illustrated by the nearby Victorian Fossdene Primary 
School’s twin roof turret design virtually next door. Like the new tower 
blocks, this too, is very visible from several directions. Although in 
contrast with the new blocks, the school manages to be visually 
interesting and entertaining enough to be a local asset rather than a 
liability. What we can see today, is that the ‘tower blocks’ are also visually 
disruptive when seen from further away, for instance from the new 
Sainsbury’s in Charlton Riverside Place and as they will be from the 
completed Millennium Village. 
 

Don’t forget the bigger picture! 
Exploring these more distant views shows how important it is to 
consider them at the planning phase and that it is unwise not to make 
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the extra effort to assess the bigger picture at the start of a project, 
though convincing the developer and council planners of the potential 
visual damage is more difficult and often impossible.  
 

Valley House 
It remains the intrusion we always feared it would be, but it is also very 
clear today how well worthwhile it was to be as insistent as we were 
about the height reduction to 7 storeys, not just for its own sake and for 
the residents in the 2-storey houses on the other side of the Woolwich 
Road, but also by helping to avoid spoiling perspectives southwards, 
across Charlton’s unique and uniquely green hillside.  

 

 

 
In a similar connection it is 
also worth reminding 
ourselves of the impact of 
Valley House, on the corner 
of Gallions Road at its 
junction with Woolwich 
Road, overlooking the 
sprawling, featureless 
Sainsbury’s car park. Note its 
relationship to St Luke’s 
Church at the top of the hill. 
 

In retrospect you could argue that we should have insisted on 6 or even 
5 storeys, but it became clear during the planning and design arguments 
at the time that that kind of reduction would never have been accepted. 
We should also mention that some of us believe the design of the 
building as we have it now is better than we thought it would be, 
especially the rooftop treatment and the impact of the brick finishes, 
which has a distinctly softening impact. We were promised a ‘green wall’ 
for the eastern elevation and regret very much that this was lost along 
the way. 
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Charlton Academy 
A key but inexplicable intention of the architect was to paint the first 
storey of the building shell (finished in stucco) a pale green overall, which 
we believed would have been very much out of character with the 
surrounding residential buildings, especially in Little Heath. Our request 
was accepted but only if the walls not facing the road were still painted 
green. This strategy was adopted but, curiously we now learn, that the 
latter have now been overpainted in white, thus meeting our original 
request in full. Together with some other detail issues, especially as 
regards windows, the building is another example of including the 
community as early as possible in the planning process. The building as it 
stands now, even with all- white exterior stucco surfaces, is still not what 
the Conservation Area, if not the Academy itself, deserves.  

 

Preplanning consultation should include community 
It is gratifying to find that in retrospect our assessments at the time of 
the original planning applications for all three buildings were correct. 
Interestingly, Greenwich Council is a local authority more open to a 
participatory approach than many. However, it is always possible to do 
better…. 
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PROSPECT 
Charlton Riverside 1.0: a dispiriting perspective    
As related above (page 8) 2021-22 was chiefly characterised in Charlton 
Riverside by the second, combined planning enquiry. The first enquiry 
(Rockwell) had given us an unequivocal and promising victory. It seemed 
like a good start to our battle to safeguard Charlton’s character for the 
future, a character defined by the Masterplan, particularly in connection 
with the height, density and massing of buildings.  

Masterplan role in question? 
We are all aware that the Masterplan is not supposed to provide 
anything more than guidance. That begs the question, when is guidance 
not guidance but advice, and advice not obligation? Whatever the 
answer, guidance does not – could never – mean that a call for a certain 
maximum number of storeys set by the Masterplan allows an 
interpretation by the developer (and even by the Council’s own planning 
officers) that turns it into a minimum. For example, where the 
Masterplan calls for a maximum of 6 storeys why should that make it 
possible for the developer to construe it as 10?  Such divergence renders 
the Masterplan’s criteria – and words themselves – meaningless.   
 
Whatever the future holds for Charlton Riverside, the fact that this level 
of divergence has occurred and been accepted by councillors and 
officers alike, now makes it virtually certain that the kind of Charlton 
Riverside envisaged in the widely admired and officially approved 
Masterplan (commissioned by Greenwich Council from a leading 
international planning consultancy at a cost comfortably exceeding 
£800,000) is very unlikely to come about. More worrying still, it renders 
the Masterplan almost meaningless just when we most need its 
protection from the pressures building up inside and outside Charlton 
due to the pressures on London as a whole, outlined earlier.  
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Charlton Riverside 2.0: challenging perspectives 
The importance of Charlton Riverside’s role in the future of Charlton 
cannot be exaggerated. Here we explore a very specific location and 
situation within the Riverside that illustrates the kind and range of 
challenges that now must be dealt with. 
 
As a reminder, Charlton Riverside occupies a wide strip of riverside 
territory that extends from Peartree Way in the west, (where Greenwich 
Peninsula begins), to Warspite Road, which separates Charlton from 
Woolwich, and whose most distinctive is the monumental Thames 
Barrier. 

The Riverside falls unavoidably into two entities: west and east of Anchor 
and Hope Lane; Riverside West and Riverside East. Anchor and Hope 
Lane and its southern continuation Charlton Church Lane, runs along an 
ancient route linking Charlton Village to the Thames, crossed today by 
the Woolwich Road. This junction - the so-called Antigallican junction 
creates an east-west / south-north node that will play a key part in how 
the Riverside and Charlton will evolve – one that demands the holistic 
thinking assumed in the Masterplan. 

Riverside East has so far been the exclusive setting for all the planning 
applications that have until now emerged under the auspices of the 
Charlton Riverside Masterplan. This envisages the area, currently mostly 
light industrial, almost exclusively as mixed use (residential and 
industrial, live-work). Seven of the planning applications thus far 
published are currently in various stages of active development, from 
proposal, to permission, to go-ahead. One of them, the former Rockwell 
site, is now out of the game, having been rejected by Greenwich Council, 
the local community a decision upheld by the Mayor of London (the site 
is unfortunately reverting largely to its role as a logistics hub, drawing 
more traffic to the area).  
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Riverside west on the other hand, has evolved piecemeal in a rather 
different way and is characterised predominantly by the Angerstein and 
Murphy protected aggregate wharves, whose unique Charlton rail link to 
the national rail network fortuitously makes them of strategic and 
immovable significance to the capital (illustrating well how national 
planning can so easily eclipse local ones). In the initial developmental 
vacuum that followed the Borough of Greenwich’s exit from the London 
Docklands Development Corporation in the 1980s, a series of events led 
to Riverside West becoming largely characterised by retail and other 
sheds, whose ownership or occupation today includes major national 
chains like Asda, Boots, M&S, Primark, Sainbury’s etc. Some of this car-
centred development was helped along by 1960/70s transport 
philosophy; a dual carriageway that links Kent to the Blackwall Tunnel 
and points north, via Woolwich and Charlton, once again undermining or 
interfering with local objectives, enabling the dual carriageway to 
commandeer most of Anchor and Hope Lane. 

The land ownership of Charlton Riverside West and East, their respective 
history, types of industry, employment, geography and demography 
have been generally responsible for producing the striking difference 
between the two sides of Anchor and Hope Lane, a difference that the 
Masterplan has unfortunately only superficially addressed – and whose 
tensions and divergences remain unresolved, even as they continue to 
increase.  

These tensions and divergences also highlight the extent to which 
Charlton Riverside (and Charlton generally) is perhaps no longer the 
place we thought it was when the Masterplan was devised and adopted 
as our standard bearer. 

Undreamed-of opportunities 
The nature of the unfolding perspectives will depend to a certain extent 
on the generation to which the reader belongs. However, whatever your 
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age, Canary Wharf might be regarded as its most telling feature, for this 
ever-growing cluster of business and residential towers reminds us how 
London has spread eastwards since the closure of its historic, empire-
building docklands in the 1960s and ‘70s, both questioning and 
enhancing the role of the Thames and opening up opportunities once 
undreamed of. As a result, we can no longer think (as many of us would 
wish to) of Charlton as a unique, intimate and idiosyncratic riverside 
enclave on the edge of London and not that long ago a village tucked 
away in Kent– but instead are compelled to see it as, yes, still precisely 
such an enclave but now one that is increasingly finding itself on a 
frontline position in the expansion of London. With direct rail, river and 
bus links to key inner London destinations, it is being subjected to 
developmental forces (and costs) that both threaten and encourage this 
expansion. The fact that developers are increasingly interested in 
Charlton suggests money is to be made here, not least from its highly 
attractive riverside position.  

 
Think big – to – Think Small 
So those of us interested in protecting Charlton’s past and ensuring its 
future must ‘think smart’, and both ‘local and global’, to judge the 
threats and opportunities and gauge them in ways previously never 
expected of us.  
 
Crucial will be what we make of Riverside West and in turn, what 
happens to Anchor and Hope Lane and how that might evolve given the 
pressures on Woolwich Road, the public transport network including 
Charlton Station and the bus network.  
We must also bear in mind that the Masterplan envisages a 
‘neighbourhood centre’ (whatever that might mean given the 
conditions) that extended from the station along Anchor and Hope Lane 
to the junction with the east/west Bugsby Way. So strong are the 
conflicting needs between pedestrian and traffic and the potentially 
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disastrous consequences, that we believe a completely new, vigorous 
and imaginative look needs to be taken at the Masterplan. 
Despite its inadequacies, where it covers this area: Riverside West, 
Anchor and Hope Lane and the transport interchange associated with 
Charlton Station and the Antigallican junction - a major Masterplan 
objective was to increase the integration of the Riverside and the rest of 
Charlton along the line of Woolwich Road as well as between Riverside 
West and East. Closely related pressures are developments on 
Greenwich Peninsula, the arrival of the Elizabeth Line and a major 
strategic river crossing at Blackwall (whether the Silvertown Tunnel is 
built or not). Thinking big as well as local, how many other parts of 
London have an international airport so close at hand and for a greener 
world, the Thames and its shoreline on its doorstep.? 
 
 

 
 

TRANSPORT 
Dance of Death Junction  
Thinking afresh about all of this, it would be no bad thing to look 
specifically at the Antigallican junction itself, a vast and bleak area of 
tarmac and fume. With its scattering of bus stops and so-called 
pedestrian crossings it has earned itself the name of ‘Dance of Death 
Junction’.  
Greenwich Council commissioned what seemed a competent special 
report “Woolwich Road – Light public realm and highways 
improvements” published in 2017, suggesting improvements to the 
Woolwich Road between the Antigallican public house and the 
Woolwich Ferry, but which has mysteriously disappeared from view. 
Somewhere along the line it has also been informally agreed between 
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the Council and the community that the Woolwich Road west of the 
Antigallican, up to the Angerstein junction at Blackwall Tunnel Approach, 
should be radically calmed in the interest of the pedestrian and the 
environment, not least by channelling commercial traffic along Bugsby’s 
Way, part of the dual carriageway designed to access the Blackwall 
Tunnel Approach Road and North Greenwich. However, no coherent 
approach to handling the crucial Antigallican Junction at its eastern end 
has appeared apart from TfL’s bike and bus lane designs. It remains the 
plaything of the traffic engineer – not the urban designer. 

 

A possible pointer might be provided by the Antigallican pub and hotel 
situated at the corner of Charlton Church Lane and the Woolwich Road, 
less than a stone’s throw from Charlton Station. This is being radically 
and sensitively renovated and enlarged. An interesting and attractive 
late 19th century building, it is now once again looking like the landmark 
building it has always been (some of whose design features even mimic 
some of those of Charlton House), whatever the damage transport and 
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highways departments try to inflict. Might it not offer a new starting 
point for thinking about the junction named after it? That means getting 
away from purely engineering thinking and making an absolute priority 
of the pedestrian and environment, the latter in urban, civic and, yes, 
ecological terms.  

These are some of the factors and assets to bear in mind: 

A radically calmed Woolwich Road west of the junction.  
Without really trying, this already offers a couple of crucial pedestrian 
enclaves: the southern end of the Greenwich Shopping Park, (where a 
Frankie and Benny’s and a Starbucks together share an outdoor 
pedestrians-only space with a mature but still growing plane tree and 
informal scattered public seating where the Shopping Park abuts the 
Woolwich Road and Victoria Way); and the southern side of the 
Sainbury’s / M&S car park, where a generous row of new semi-mature 
plane trees and granite public seating share a second pedestrian-only 
space with a Costa alongside the Woolwich Road 100 metres or so from 
the Antigallican). Furthermore, the pavement between the setback 
Costa and the equally set back M&S building creates a widened 
pavement space just waiting for more plane trees. There are more such 
opportunities on the south side of the Woolwich Road that with only a 
modest effort and cost would begin to realise its potential for some 
impressive calming even before any re-engineering might take place. In 
this context we should mention some landmark buildings on the north 
side already in place, one from the ‘80s and another just completed, that 
are already adding quality and value: an imaginatively designed fire 
station building in a green setting and a no less value-adding electric car-
charging facility on a tiny plot of otherwise unused land, reflecting the 
influence no doubt of Charlton’s strategic location next to the Blackwall 
Tunnel Approach Road.   
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A Woolwich Road east of the junction  
that should continue to build on the direction taken, to their credit, by 
the 1970s highways engineers: trees, more trees, and even more trees 
(many of those that were specified at the time have never  been planted) 
that if large enough and associated with the existing wide pavements – 
a feature that hasn’t been continued the whole length of the Woolwich 
Road boundary of the Riverside area and one that can  transform a 
highway into the makings of an urban boulevard.  
 

  
 
Here, too, a new and novel building (the Workstack – a set of small 
workshops for craftsmen, designers and others) is taking shape on yet 
another very small plot of land that, like the Antigallican and the fire 
station, is establishing a quality of design and place-making marker that 
sets a precedent that can only benefit the Woolwich Road and Riverside 
as a whole. Furthermore, the Woolwich Road Report, mentioned above, 
offers a number of interesting ideas that show that highway engineering, 
properly harnessed to environmental, urban and pedestrian priorities, 
can bring about the sort of changes needed, for instance by restricting 
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itself, at least initially, to relatively low-cost, low-maintenance planting 
and paving.  
 
A wall relief artwork  
depicting a reef knot on the north-west corner of the junction (and 
reminding us of the British Ropes works of recent times), together with 
some seating, has long been a ‘70s feature that, however modest should, 
together with the Antigallican diagonally opposite, mark out a space 
(including the Charlton Station hub) that, once it has been imaginatively 
re-designed and engineered, will transform the current tarmac and 
traffic-light limbo into a place with its own distinctive identity.  

 

But what about all that traffic, you ask? The new bus and bike lanes 
being inserted along the Woolwich Road are already reducing the 
number of lanes available to general traffic along this stretch of the 
Woolwich Road. Further radical re-thinking and prioritisation can no 
doubt, with a little give and take, create all that is needed to begin in 
principle to help return the whole of the junction, despite the traffic, 
to the pedestrian domain. However, the first and most urgent 
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measure is that the junction together with Anchor and Hope Lane 
and parts of the Woolwich Road are limited, like the calmed section 
called for along the Woolwich Road west of the Antigallican, to 
20mph, making them part of an extended 20mph domain that starts 
at the Stone’s roundabout, runs through the Antigallican junction 
and carries through along Bugsby’s Way to the IKEA roundabout. 
This would be the start of short and long-term changes that would 
also open up developments that could return the retail shed space 
of Riverside west to the residential sector as much as to the 
commercial one. That this is possible is demonstrated by the 
developer currently proposing most of the land around IKEA be 
made over for residential use. It is also demonstrated in various parts 
of London by the instant imposition of 20 mph along key urban roads 
that for decades were dominated and intruded on by the assumption 
that the only traffic is speeding, pollution-spewing and wheeled (a 
surprising amount of it uses two legs, including cyclists). A pioneer in 
such changes is the City of London (where the adoption of 20mph 
has now been followed by 15mph) from which both Greenwich and 
TfL might learn a few tricks, or even perhaps a whole new mindset.   

The Charlton Society looks forward to working with all those 
involved – the new Charlton Neighbourhood Forum, Charlton 
Together, Greenwich Council and TfL – on turning the planning tide 
that has for so long locked this ley part of Charlton – the Antigallican 
Junction – into an unholy, inhuman, unsightly and unnecessary 
desert. 
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SOVAP ACTION PLAN 2022 
The quest for more effective improvements to the 
village. 
The May Charlton Society talk gave an update on progress made (or not) 
on the original action plan originally published in 2017 and then updated 
in 2020. In all upwards of 40 members and new local councillors attended 
the meeting in Charlton House to renew the Charlton Society’s 
commitment to achieve improvements to the village and prevent any 
further deterioration as far as is in our power to achieve. The Village was 
put on Historic England’s list of places at risk not long after the Society’s 
action plan initiative was first published.  
 

Successes: 
20 mph zone 

Working with Cllr Linda Perks, who 
stepped down in March 2022, the 
long sought 20mph limit through 
the village was established 
between Cemetery Lane in the east 
to the motorway bridge in the 
west. The improvements included a 
pedestrian priority route set up 
along the northern boundary of 
the road, by raising the roadway to 
pavement level at street junctions, 
a measure that is not altogether 
clear to either pedestrians or 
motorists. The accompanying 
reduction of street signs was left 
pending due to a lack of funding - 
but not forgotten! 
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The village planters  
After many discussions with Greenwich’s Parks Department, the planting 
style of the Village Flower beds has been agreed to be changed for the 
Spring of 2023 and will see the generic geraniums and floppy flowers 
replaced with taller, denser shrubs and grasses including lavenders and 
herbs to give some protection to pedestrians. 
 

 

Earle Place 
 

 

 
 
The planters outside 
The Greengrocer and 
The Baguette have 
been partially planted 
up by Bee and his 
volunteers. This needs 
to be completed and 
extended to include 
the tree outside the 
florists. 
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St Luke’s, Charlton 
The considerable improvements that have quietly been completed have 
been mentioned in detail already but suffice it to say they are an 
inspiration for the Village as a whole. 
 

SO, WE ARE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS 

10 Action Points 
The Charlton Society is proposing 10 action points which we will discuss 
with the traders and other organisations to see how they can be 
implemented. 
 
1. We have added The White Swan to the SOVAP programme.   
You will all have noticed its dilapidated state, which every day threatens 
the possibility of reopening it as a vibrant pub and community venue.  

 

In addition, its shabby appearance has a negative effect upon the Village 
as a whole. We have established a working group of CS members, 
residents and traders to monitor the situation and take action towards 
its protection. 
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2. Persuade trade suppliers to use the service roads of Torrance Close 
and Fletching Road. 

 

Currently anyone who stops to 
unload or collect goods in the 
High Street causes long traffic 
jams, preventing traffic 
movement and increasing air 
pollution. This problem is made 
worse by selfish drivers who think 
nothing of stopping for a few 
minutes causing jams or an 
accident in their eagerness to 
grab a pizza and chips! 

 
3. Village in Bloom  
To visibly show we care, work with the traders, RBG Parks department 
and organisations such as Charlton and Blackheath Amateur 
Horticulture Society and Charlton Community Gardens to plan floral 
improvements in the village to lift our spirits and achieve a Village in 
Bloom award.  
4. A Village sign  
 ‘Welcome to Charlton’ and declutter by removing other unnecessary 
signage. 

5. A shop-window scheme 
to improve shop fronts, clean up 
empty shops and generally improve 
the look of the village. 

 

6. Repair the fountain 
 including turning it back to a 

working water source. 
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7. Compile a list of shop owners  
This is to help achieve some of our wish list, and is in hand. 
8.The Assembly Rooms 
 Modify the area in front of the building to establish a similar 
community place as has developed in front of Earle House through the 
efforts of the Greengrocer and The Baguette owners. We will need to 
enlist the help of the Royal Greenwich Heritage Trust. 

. 

9. Horn Fayre and Earle Place  
By setting up the Charlton Society stall in Earle Place, help create a link 
between Charlton House, Earle Place and St Luke’s and the Village. 
10. Christmas Lights. 
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SOCIETY MATTERS 

The Charlton Society Committee 2020 - 2021 

President of The Charlton Society  
The Viscount Gough 
 
Committee members 
Chair  Ruth Dodson 
Vice- Chair Roden Richardson  
Treasurer Carol Kenna 
Secretary none appointed 
Note-taker Angela Burr 
Membership 
Secretary Pauline Langley  
  David Gardner  
  Rick Newman 
  Seraphim Newman-Norton 
The above committee members were elected in October 2021. 
 
Co-optees:    Peter Guillary (now resigned) 

Mark James 
Co-opted to the committee during 2022. 
 

We are always looking for additional Charlton Society members to join 
the committee, especially if they have a special expertise they can bring 
to the table. 
 
So, if you would like to put yourself forward for membership of the 2022-
2023 Committee, please contact the Chair or Membership Secretary  
at charltonsocietychair@gmail.com or charltonsocietysec@gmail.com  
 
The 2022-2023 Committee will be elected on October 15th 2022 at the Annual 
General Meeting. 
 
The Charlton Society is a registered Charity and a member of Charlton 
Together and The Greenwich Planning Alliance 
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Membership 
We must make our usual but ever more urgent annual request to help 
increase our membership and call on existing members to exhort more 
people to join the cause and contact the Society Secretary – see above.  
 
Member’s Meetings 
These popular events are held at 2:30pm on the third Saturday of every 
month, unless otherwise indicated. Following a period between 2020 
and 2021 when the meetings were undertaken via Zoom, due to the 
Covid-19 restrictions, face-to-face meetings resumed in February 2022 
and take place once again in Charlton House.  
 
Website 
For more information about the Charlton Society, please visit our 
website at: www.charltonsociety.org 
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DIGITAL DIRECTORY 
The Charlton Society Website:      charltonsociety.org 

Email:           charltonsocietychair@gmail.com 
Facebook:   thecharltonsociety                   
Twitter:        @TheCharltonSociety        
                                                           

Charlton Champion Website:      charltonchampion.co.uk 
Email:            charltonchampion.se7@gamil.com 
Instagram:  @charltonchampion 
 

Charlton Horn Fair ward 
Councillors 

clare-burke-mcdonald@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 
lakshan.saldin@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 
 

Charlton Village & Riverside 
ward Councillors 

gary.dillon@royaalgreenwich.gov.uk 
joe.vandenbroek@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 
 

Charlton Community Gardens Website:      charltoncommunitygardens.org.uk 
Email:            charltoncommunitygardens@gmail.com  
        

Charlton Central Residents’ 
Association 

Website:      charltonresidents.net 
Email:            chair@charltonresidents.net 
Facebook:   @centralcharlton 
Twitter:        @ccra_se7 
 

Charlton and Blackheath 
Amateur Horticulture Society 

Website:      cabahs.com 
Email:           cabashortisoc@gmail.com 
Facebook:   profile.phd?id=0069917511308 
Instagram:  cabahs_hortisoc 
 

Charlton (London) 
Neighbourhood Forum 

Website:     charltonresidents.net 
Facebook:  Charlton Neighbourhood Forum 
Contact:      info@charltonneighbourhoodforum.org 
 

Charlton Parkside Community 
Hub 

Website:     cpchub.org 
Facebook:   facebook.com/groups/heathwoodgardens 
 

Friends of Maryon and Maryon 
Wilson Parks 

Website:     friendsofmaryonparks.org 
Email:           friendsofmaryonparks@gmail.com 
Facebook:   Friends of Maryon and Maryon Wilson 
Parks 

Maryon Park Community 
Garden 

Website:      maryonparkcommunity.wixsite.com 
Email:      maryonparkcommunitygarden@gmail.com  
Facebook:    MaryonParkFoodGrowingproject 
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Twitter:         theoldnursery 
 
Mobile answer phone for messages: 07779 159387 
 

Valley Hill Hub Website:         valleyhillhubSE7.wordpress.com 
Facebook:      groups/888907464564423/ 
 

853 (community news) Website:         853.london 
Email:              tell853somehting@gmail.com 
Twitter:           @853london 
 

 
FOR CHARLTON PARENTS 

Big Red Bus Club Website:        thebigredbusclub.com 
Email:             party@thebigredbusclub.com 
Facebook:     bigredbusclub 
Twitter:         @bigredbusclub.com     
 

Charlton Mummies & Daddies Website:        charltonmummies 
 

Charlton Toy Library Website:        charltontoylibrary.co.uk 
Email:              info@charltontoylibrary.org.uk 
Facebook:      charltontoylibrary 
Twitter:          @Charltontoy  
 

 

 
 
CHARLTON SOCIETY SHOP 
Charlton Society 2023 Calendar 
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Here are some of the cards we offer for sale: All cards come with 
envelopes. Postcards and cards are sold for £3 in packs of 5, (£5 
for 2 packs) except for the A5 Charlton House & Arch, which is 
sold singly at £1 each. 
 
Notelets 

 
Charlton House & Arch 

 
Charlton House in the snow  

 
The Thames Barrier at Sunset  

Charlton Summerhouse 
 
Postcards 

 
Charlton Views 

 
Set of 5 of Charlton Village 
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