
 

In a previous talk to the Society, I explained that the Guild Estate, Charlton, 

was the first housing scheme of Greenwich Metropolitan Council and that it 

was constructed by the London Guild of Builders, a form of workersô 

cooperative. I mentioned that some features of the architecture are 

commended in the Pevsner guide for South London in The Buildings of 

England series.   

 

 



 

Figure 1. Plaque (or tablet) on semis at Fairfield Grove corner opposite the Assembly Rooms. 

Legislation of 1919, known as the óThe Addison Actô after the Minister 

responsible, Dr Christopher Addison, required local councils to build to meet 

local needs. In return, the Government paid local authorities a housing subsidy 

for the first time. New housing had to follow a manual with model designs that 

conformed to the 1918 Tudor Walters Committeeôs report for improving the 

standards of working-class housing. The architect-planner Sir Raymond 

Unwin, the main influence on the report, insisted that designers should avoid 

unnecessary ornamentation and specify standard components where possible.   



Homes Fit for Heroes was an ambitious campaign to tackle a dire shortage of 

working-class housing, most of which was in poor condition. Throughout the 

country, councils under the control of all political parties participated with 

development projects.  

I have chosen the following examples from SE London to illustrate the low-

density cottage housing that the proponents of the campaign sought to 

achieve, or in one case a departure from their original policy.  

Bellingham Estate   

The government looked to London County Council (LCC} to be the main 

housing provider of homes in the capital with its good reputation of building 

cottage homes. LCC planned to build the vast estates at Becontree (Essex) 

and Downham (Kent), but experienced early difficulties. However, immediate 

success was achieved with Bellingham Estate, to the south of Catford, that 

was effectively completed by the time the government wound up the Homes 

Fit for Heroes programme prematurely.  

The building of 2000 homes there began in October 1920 and took only about 

two years to complete. So that building could go-ahead rapidly, LCC extracted 

sand and gravel locally and arranged for a new railway siding for delivery of 

other building materials. Although LCC succeeded in the quantity of homes 

built here, the designs lacked the flair shown by its architects before 1914.   



 

Figure 2. Bellingham Estate: typical short terrace. 



 

Figure 3. Corner housing on green. 

The scheme included allotments and sports facilities; the road layout radiates 

out from the spacious Bellingham Green. 

In Charlton, the provision of recreation space was met in a different way.   



 

Figure 4. Bellingham Green. 

The Charlton Estate 

The Charlton Estate comprises almost 450 semi-detached and terraced 

houses on sites that stretch from the eastern edge of The Village to Kinveachy 

Gardens and run northwards to Pound Park Road. Local architect, Alfred 

Roberts, followed the requirements of the official housing manual, but was 

able to include some distinctive features in the exterior designs.  

 



 

Figure 5. Original features: tiled mansard roof over roughcast rendered walls with metal casement windows. 



 

Figure 6. Original sunrays motif.in brickwork. 

 

 

The estate layout includes the green strip along the top section of Charlton 

Lane off Charlton Park Road. This highway extension was constructed with 

the new estate.  


